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The standardised set of pictures by Snodgrass and Vanderwart (1980) has been used extensively in literature investigated difference and similarities in the processing of pictures. Until now there have not been data for these pictures from native Greek speaking population. The aims of this study were: a. to investigate the psychometric properties of these pictures in the native Greek speaking normal elderly population in terms of name agreement, image agreement, familiarity and visual complexity, and b. to demonstrate how variables of picture processing effect the performance of aphasic Greek speaking population during verbal and written naming.

Method  

This study was completed at two stages. During the first stage , 70 healthy adults (mean age= 61 years , age range 40-80 years, 35 male and 35 female) were ask to name the picture,  judge the familiarity , rate the complexity of the picture,  and judge how closely each picture resemble the mental image of the object . At the second stage 60 pictures were selected based on the findings of the first stage and create a naming test. This test had pictures, which were controlled for picture familiarity (high and low familiarity), and visual complexity (high and low complexity) while all of them had a high name agreement and image agreement. This naming test was administrated to 22 aphasic patients (mean age 64 years, age range+43-86 years, 13 male and 9 female), which were asked in the first session to name verbally the pictures and on a separate session to  write down the name of the picture object.  

Results

Results from the first stage have shown a low intercorrelation among the four measures, which indicated the different characteristics of the categories. Also there were differences among the studied semantic categories. However the categories and pictures which were found with higher scores in Greek were different from these reported in the original study by Snodgrass and Vanterwart  (1980).  

From the second stage, results have demonstrated a significant effect of the variable of familiarity and visual complexity on the verbal and written naming in the aphasic population. This was evident also and from the number and type of errors made by the studies population.

Discussion

Our findings demonstrated the psychometric properties of the Snodgrass and Vanterwart  (1980) set of pictures in the native Greek speaking population. The differences  in the psychometric properties between Greek and English speaking population can be  due to the cultural differences and to the different familiarities of these objects. However, the effect of the familiarity and visual complexity in the performance of the aphasic patients was demonstrated as it has been reported elsewhere. The theoretical implications will be discussed.
